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Sydney B. Mitchell
Iris Society

‘Sorbonne’ (Keppel 2009) [a doorprize iris]

Friday, February 26th, 2010 
is the date of our next meeting at
Lakeside Park Garden Center
666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland
Doors open at 7:30 p.m., 
Meeting at 8:00 p.m. Program after 
brief business.  Meetings are free & 
open to the public, all are eligible 
for door prizes.

Program: Gesine Lohr will present 
“My Favorite Heirloom Historic 
Iris”, with photos of many fine old 
iris, and will be handing out free 
sample copies of Roots, journal of 
HIPS (Historic Iris Preservation So-
ciety), which she edits. This will be 
a new show of her personal favorite 
old iris.  She’ll also have some CDs 
of the slideshow to give away.

Refreshments: If you’re able, please 
bring refreshments to share!

‘Elsinore’ (Hall 1925) 

Friday, February 26th, 2010
Gesine Lohr presents a new 

slideshow, on

My Favorite Heirloom 
Historic

Iris
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Door Prize iris!

Banana Royale (Aitken ’09) BB, 24” (61cm), 
7 buds, 3 branches. Another member of the 

“bonanza” series of 
siblings. (What a 
diversity of colors 
in this cross!) This 
one is a yellow. 
Standards are mid 
yellow blending 
to light orange at 
the midrib. Falls 
are round and 

flared white with a perimeter band of yellow 
blending to smooth orange at the hafts. Bright 
carrot orange beards make this an eye catcher 
in the garden.  Sdlg. #00T58 (sib to ‘Cut Above’, 
‘Coconut Frosty’, ‘Darktop Strutter’, ‘Love Power’)

Eye to Eye (Keppel 09) Aril-med. 12” M 
Standards light violet blue. Falls olive yellow 
ground with pale Corinth purple wash on half. 
5/8 inch black red-purple eye spot around 
yellow beard.  Aril Society description:  
S. Violet blue (M&P 41-B-6/7), lighter toward 
edge; style arms chartreuse to oil yellow (near 
11/12-L-1); F. pale corinth purple (46-J-2) 
wash on olive yellow (12-L-2) ground, sharply 
defined 5/8” blackish red-purple (darker than 
48-L-7) signal spot; beards golden glow (9-L-
6).  Lancer X Brash.  

Honor Flight (Fred Kerr 2009) 
Seedling # 03-109-1 TB 38” E-M
In 2004 the National World War II Memorial 
was dedicated in Washington, D.C.  Honor 
Flight was conceived to fly veterans, whose 
youngest members are now 78 years old, 
to Washington D.C. to visit the memorials  
honoring their service. This iris honors that 
program.  Beautifully formed in crisp ruffled 
white with a strong blue edge and gold beards. 
Parentage: (Revere X (Double Bubble x (Queen’s 
Circle x (Kathleen Kay Nelson x Queen’s Circle)))) 

Sorbonne (Keppel 09) TB. Standards blackish 
russet with cream yellow ground in center.
Falls arched, bright lemon gold ground with 
burgundy maroon peppering and wide dotted 
margin.  Brown beard.  [Photo on cover]

Be Original 
(Ghio 09) 
TB. S: rich 
apricot, 
deepening 
at midrib.  
F: white w 
wide orchid 
band.
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AIS Bulletin Tables Of Contents 
Scanned!

Jack Finney has scanned the complete TOC 
from the fi rst bulletin, June, 1920 thru October 
2009. Searchable in either the MS Word or 
PDF fi le.  [This is a labor of love! -- Gesine]

http://kciris.org/News.html, then
Right Click or Option Click to download fi le.
    AISB 001 to 355.doc    AISB 001 to 355.pdf

You can also fi nd these in the non-member part 
of the HIPS website,
www.hips-roots.com/articles/ref-aisb-toc-
downloads.html
AISB-1-355-index.pdf (2.2 mb) 
www.hips-roots.com/articles/AISB-1-355-
index.pdf
AISB-1-355-index.txt (796 kb) 
www.hips-roots.com/articles/AISB-1-355-
index.txt

Bloomin’ Bucks! 

Jay Hutchins at Brent & Becky’s Bulbs writes 
that their fundraising program “Bloomin’ 
Bucks” is up and running for 2010.
 The link is www.bloominbucks.com 
<http://www.bloominbucks.com>.  Once there, 
click on American Iris Society from their list 
of organizations and you will land right into 
their ordering site... I just did it and they have 
so much to offer...not just bulbs but gardening 
assessories and tools etc.
 Please check it out now & pass this link 
along to your affi liates and regions for their 
newsletters as soon as possible.  Every little bit 
helps.  For every order completed thru this link, 
the American Iris Society will receive 25% of 
the total order.  

Jill Bonino

Farewell to E. Roy Epperson
We were sad to hear that our AIS President, 
E. Roy Epperson, had died.  Above, he 
is smiling at ‘� e Red Douglas’ ( J. Sass 
1937) at the HIPS planting at 2009 AIS 
Convention.  He told me this iris was the 
� rst one he’d ever bought, ordering it from 
Sears & Roebuck about 60 years ago.
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American Iris Society (AIS) Dues can be mailed
 to Tom Gormley, 
 AIS Membership Secretary 
 P.O. Box 177
 DeLeon Springs, FL 32130 
 Telephone and Fax - 386-277-2057 
 E-mail:    aismemsec@irises.org 
 $25.00 single,  $30.00 dual.  
 See www.irises.org/

 Please pay your 2010 SBM Membership Dues ~ 
 please give to Bonnie Petheram, or send checks
 made out to Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society to
 Bonnie at 1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501. 
 $10 household.

 Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS) dues 
 can be mailed to HIPS Membership: Judy Eckhoff,
 7911 South Yoder Road, Haven, KS 67543
 E-mail:  judye@msinter.net    
 $10.00 single annual, $12.00 dual annual.   
www.hips-roots.com  

***********************************************************************
List of SBM Officers:
President Jean Richter (510) 864-7962 richter@eecs.berkeley.edu
Vice-President Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Secretary   Shirley Trio (314) 605-5789 shirleytrio@clearwire.net
Treasurer Bonnie Petheram (510) 864-7962      bpetheram@gmail.com ~ new
Directors-At-Large Marjorie Murray (510) 525-3397
  also Grand Poohbah Alan Robbins (925) 939-1979  ADRsafetywpc@earthlink.net
Newsletter Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Door Prize Chair Marjorie Murray (510) 525-3397
Hospitality ~ new! Shirley Trio (314) 605-5789 shirleytrio@clearwire.net
Shows and Exhibits  Jean Richter (510) 864-7962 richter@eecs.berkeley.edu
Program Chair Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Library Chairpersons Alice Dekker (510) 525-6536
Membership t.b.a.
Publicity  **need a volunteer!
Historian/scrapbooker Kat Boswell  
Immediate Past Pres. Ray Vickers-Traft (510) 839-9647  wndwsillorchids@aol.com
Once and Future President    Chuck Dekker

Directions to the Garden Center: 

666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland

From the north or west; take Highway 580 or 24 to 
980; take the West 27th Street/Grand Avenue exit, 
turn left on 27th Street, go east to Grand Avenue, 
watch for Lake Merritt on the right, take a left on to 
Grand Ave., then a right at the stoplight into the park. 
Proceed on Bellevue to the Garden Center. From the 
south or east; take the Lakeside (Lake Merritt) or 
Grand Ave. exit in Oakland; follow around the lake on 
the north and west side to Grand Ave. and Bellevue, 
turn left into the park. 

Proceed to the Garden Center, park on either side 
of the road. We hope you can come --   everyone is 
welcome! 

[On weekends only -- Expect to pay $5.00 at the toll 
booth to park. Show your parking stub for a $2 rebate 
on your iris purchases]

AC Transit Bus -- AC Transit bus #12 runs on Grand 
near the entrance to the park
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We caught Glenn 
Corlew cuddling 
Virginia Keyser, 
who holds the
record for 
number of AIS 
Conventions 
attended.

above:
 ‘Wyomissing’ 
(Farr 1909)
below:  ‘Gay 
Border’ (DeForest 
1949)

March 26, 2010  Jeanne Plank presents a program (tentative)

April 17  Mt. Diablo Iris Show

April 30  show setup for Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Show
May 1, 2  Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Show

May 28  Meeting, Sydney B. Mitchell (program TBA)

June 25  Meeting, Sydney B. Mitchell (program TBA)

July 23   Sydney B. Mitchell Rhizome Auction & Sale
July 24   Sydney B. Mitchell sidewalk sale

August 27  Meeting, Sydney B. Mitchell (program TBA)

September TBA Potluck, Sydney B. Mitchell (TBA)

October 29  Sydney B. Mitchell Beardless Auction & Sale
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If you see old iris stuff which is about to 
be tossed, please contact me (Gesine), so 
we can conserve these bits of history. I as-
sure you, anything donated will be cherished.           
(510) 864-7962

http://historiciris.blogspot.com/
has some very neat stuff!

2010 AIS Iris Calendars!
$5 to members -- See Bonnie 
Petheram.

A Sydney B Tradition!
We have members who for various 

reasons find it difficult or impossible 
to come to meetings. One of the issues 
is transportation. This could become 
a nice SBM tradition -- inviting, and 

arranging to bring, members to our 
meetings. Makes everyone happy!

Global warming is here–you know what to do
SBMIS Newsletter -- Gesine Lohr
1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501
We miss you, Chuck
 below: ‘The Red Douglas’ (J. Sass 1937)


