Sydney B. Mitchell
Iris Society
Friday, August 27th, 2010
Presentation by
Ed Matheny III on
Japanese Iris
(everyone will take some
home!)

Bhutan (Tasco 2010) [photo from Rick Tasco]

Friday, August 27th, 2010 is the date of our next meeting at
Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Meeting at 8:00 p.m.
Program after brief business meeting.
Meetings are free & open to the public, all are eligible for door prizes.
(see page 7 for directions)
Presentation: Get ready for an ACTIVE presentation!
Ed Matheny III will give a presentation on Japanese Iris, including
a slideshow, and will give a demonstration of how to plant these iris, a
down-and-dirty demonstration of how to divide them (he’s bringing a
hatchet and a tarp!), -- and everyone will be taking some Japanese iris
home!
Also, he is contributing a 2010 intro of his, as a doorprize iris -Kelsey Babe (Ed Matheny III, R. 2009)(see description on page 3).
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Our Rhizome Sale went well!

Auctioneer Alan Robbins shows a rhizome (right)
Thanks Alan! Thanks also to Riley Probst for bringing
his laptop and digital projector and projecting cultivar
photos on the fly!

above: poring over list & photos
left: Marjorie Murray gets a bid in
below:A couple of happy bidders!
Bonnie Petheram kept track; Riley Probst finding photos

Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society
Friday August 27th
Sydney B. Mitchell meeting
Presentation by Ed Matheny III on Japanese iris
A Sunday in late
September

SBM annual potluck! BBQ!
details later!

5 pm -- 8 pm

Friday October 29

SBM Beardless iris auction & sale
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Doorprize Iris!
April Snowball (Grumbine 2009) TB, 37”, M
S. and F. white, hint of pale yellow in fold of
ruffles; beards white, pale yellow in throat;
slight sweet fragrance.
Bhutan (Tasco 2010) AB (OGB) 32”, ML. S.
Wisteria blue slightly veined darker with maize
yellow midrib. F. Recurved champagne heavily
veined burgundy. Beards gold based tipped
golden brown with henna tip at end; thick
beards narrow towards the end. Small elongated
velvety burgundy black signal that leaks into
veins. Has 3, sometimes 4 buds.
[see photo page 1]
Connoisseur’s Choice (F. Kerr 2010) TB
38” M. S. white ; F. light mid-blue. Beards
white, becoming yellow in throat. Great form,
branching, bud count and growth.

Connoisseur’s Choice (F. Kerr 2010)
[photo http://rainbowacres2.homestead.com/2010INTRO.
html]

Iconic
(Ghio 2010)

Iconic (Ghio 2010) TB 36”, EM. Red overlayed
on an orange base with a blackish haze brushed
over that, giving a very red effect. Domed
standards and wavy lacy edges to all petals.
Beards bronze.
Spice Trader (J. Painter 2010) TB 36” M
Golden bronze standards with topaz brown
edge. Style arms are a golden bronze. Gold falls
overlaid with bronze wash and violet blaze and
have a pencil thin brown edge. Marigold beards.

[photo http://
montereybayiris.
org/gallery/
ghio10.shtml]

Spice Trader
(J. Painter
2010)
[photo
www.napairis.
com]

And a 2010 intro, donated by our speaker
Ed Matheny III,
Kelsey Babe (Ed Matheny III, R. 2009) JI
Seedling J:22-02-98. JI, 38” (97 cm), Mid-late
bloom season. Standards violet; style arms
white brushed light pink-violet; falls white
brushed pink violet, yellow signal. J:00-04-94:
(‘Returning Tide’ x unknown) X unknown.
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2011 AIS Tall Bearded Iris Symposium
Vote for the 100 Currently Most Popular Tall Bearded Iris
The symposium is an annual popularity poll of Tall Bearded (TB) iris conducted by the
AIS. All AIS members may vote in this symposium. The top 100 Tall Bearded iris are then
ranked and the results of the symposium each year are published in the official publication
of the AIS, the AIS Bulletin, usually within the January issue. All AIS members receive this
quarterly publication as part of their AIS membership.
The deadline for voting is September 1, 2010.
Seventieth Official Tall Bearded Iris Symposium of the American Iris Society
This year the list of iris eligible for the Tall Bearded Symposium is available only online
www.irises.org/top100.htm or through regions/affiliates.
www.irises.org/pdf/ais2011symposiumballot.pdf
In an effort to make voting as easy as possible, the list is being made available here.
The list of candidates was completed by combining the following lists of outstanding varieties:
The 100 top varieties in last year’s Symposium
The tall bearded irises eligible for 2010 Dykes Medal
The tall bearded irises eligible for 2010 Wister Medal
The tall bearded irises eligible for 2010 Awards of Merit
The tall bearded irises that won 2009 Awards of Merit
The tall bearded irises that won 2009 Honorable Mentions
Note that the ballot being voted this year, 2010, is for the 2011 Symposium, since that is
the year the results will be printed in the Bulletin. Every member of The American Iris Society
may participate in this balloting of the irises listed below. Each member is allowed twenty-five
votes. Please follow the instructions below:
1. Because the ballot is now online only, voting may be accomplished in a variety of ways:
a. Mail your RVP a list of the iris you are voting for, either names and numbers, or just numbers.
b. Download the list from the AIS web site (www.irises.org), print it, mark it up, and mail it.
c. Most RVP’s have email, and those who do will accept any of the above formats that way, too.
2. No member may vote for more than twenty-five varieties. You may vote for fewer than
twenty-five if you wish. Write-in votes are not allowed and will not be tabulated.
3. Your ballot must be mailed to and received by your Regional Vice President by September 1,
2010 in order to be counted. The name of your RVP is listed inside each AIS Bulletin. Sign your
ballot and mail it first class
For our region, Region 14 -- You may send your signed ballot (list) by first class mail to:
RVP Jeanne Plank
9252 Hoopa Dr.
Kelseyville, CA 9545
It must arrive no later than September 1, 2010 Or e-mail your list by September 1, 2010 to:
Plankmail@aol.com
Here’s a list of eligible TB irises:
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Directions to the Garden Center:
American Iris Society (AIS) Dues can be mailed
to Tom Gormley - AIS Membership Secretary
205 Catalonia Avenue / P.O. Box 177
DeLeon Springs, FL 32130
Phone and fax: 386-277-2057
E-mail: aismemsec@irises.org
$25.00 single, $30.00 dual.
See www.irises.org/
Check your AIS membership status: Need to know
your membership expiration date? expiration date
for club members or your Region’s members for
Affiliation? www.aislookup.org

666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland
From the north or west: take Highway 580 or 24
to 980; take the West 27th Street/Grand Avenue exit,
turn left on 27th Street, go east to Grand Avenue,
watch for Lake Merritt on the right, take a left on to
Grand Ave., then a right at the stoplight into the park.
Proceed on Bellevue to the Garden Center. From the
south or east: take the Lakeside (Lake Merritt) or
Grand Ave. exit in Oakland; follow around the lake on
the north and west side to Grand Ave. and Bellevue,
turn left into the park.
Proceed to the Garden Center, park on either side
of the road. We hope you can come -- everyone is
welcome!

Please pay your 2010 SBMIS Membership Dues ~
please give to Bonnie Petheram, or send checks
made out to Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society to
Bonnie at 1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501.
$10 household.

AC Transit Bus -- AC Transit bus #12 runs on Grand
near the entrance to the park -- check transit before
planning, as routes do change.

Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS) dues
can be mailed to HIPS Membership: Judy Eckhoff,
7911 South Yoder Road, Haven, KS 67543
E-mail: judye@msinter.net
$10.00 single annual, $12.00 dual annual.
www.hips-roots.com

http://tripplanner.transit.511.org
By phone -- Dial 511 and say, “AC Transit,” to speak
with a person about route info

***********************************************************************
List of SBM Officers:
President
Jean Richter
(510) 864-7962 richter@eecs.berkeley.edu
Vice-President
Gesine Lohr
(510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com
Secretary
Shirley Trio
(314) 605-5789 shirleytrio@clearwire.net
Treasurer
Bonnie Petheram (510) 864-7962
bpetheram@gmail.com ~ new
Directors-At-Large
Marjorie Murray (510) 525-3397
also Grand Poohbah Alan Robbins
(925) 939-1979 ADRsafetywpc@earthlink.net
Newsletter
Gesine Lohr
(510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com
Door Prize Chair
Marjorie Murray (510) 525-3397
Hospitality
Shirley Trio
(314) 605-5789 shirleytrio@clearwire.net
Shows and Exhibits Jean Richter
(510) 864-7962 richter@eecs.berkeley.edu
Program Chair
Gesine Lohr
(510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com
Library Chairpersons Alice Dekker
(510) 525-6536
Membership
t.b.a.
Publicity
**need a volunteer!
Historian/scrapbooker Kat Boswell
Immediate Past Pres. Ray Vickers-Traft (510) 839-9647 wndwsillorchids@aol.com
Once and Future President Chuck Dekker
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If you see old iris stuff which is about to be
tossed, please contact me (Gesine), so we can
conserve these bits of history. I assure you, anything donated will be cherished. (510) 864-7962
www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sydney-BMitchell-Iris-Society/116888028332187?ref=ts
Still no trophies -- (they still haven’t fixed their
engraving machine)!

A Sydney B Tradition!
We have members who for various
reasons find it difficult or impossible
to come to meetings. One of the issues
is transportation. This could become
a nice SBM tradition -- inviting, and
arranging to bring, members to our
meetings. Makes everyone happy!

left: Alan Robbins and Bob Canning looking
inscrutable

Global warming is here–you know what to do

SBMIS Newsletter -- Gesine Lohr
1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501
We miss you, Chuck (and Carl and Glenn)
Shirley Trio and Riley Probst after the sale
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