
1

Friday February 26
is the date of our next Zoom meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85159031917?
pwd=dk53bUM0UzkxbnR5ckZjYmdsSVdZdz09

Meeting ID: 851 5903 1917
Passcode: 296388 

Friday February 26
7:30 pm 

"Novelty Iris:
Then and Now" 

 program by Jean
 Richter

(above): True Colors (Keppel 2020) 
photo: Keppel website

Sydney B. 
Mitchell
Iris Society

         Pin Striped Suit (Probst 2020
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President’s Message

I hope you can join us for our meeting this Friday. I will be 
giving a program on novelty iris, featuring information on 
various types of novelty iris both in historic iris and modern 
varieties (with a bit of extra info on the iris of Lloyd Austin). 
Note that we have a couple of novelty iris available as door 
prizes this month.

Contact me to sign up for our virtual door prize drawing!

Looking further ahead, we will again have a virtual show this 
year. Entries will be accepted throughout the month of April - 
more info will appear in next month's newsletter. Take pictures 
of your iris as they bloom!

~ Jean 

2021 SBMIS Meeting dates:

February 26
March 26

April: virtual show

May 28
June 25
July: online bearded rhizome sale 
August 27
September BBQ TBA
October 22 beardless auction & sale
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Doorprize iris!
(right top) Noble Lord (Tasco 2019)
(left top) Tightrope (Ghio 2020) BB 
(right middle) Ocean's Edge (M. Sutton 
2020) 
(left middle) Outside the Lines (Duncan 
2020)
(right bottom) Dressed in Black (L. 
Painter 2018)
(left bottom)  You're So Veined (Tasco 
2020)
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American Iris Society (AIS) Dues can be mailed
 to Pam Messer- AIS Membership Secretary 

P.O. Box 6
Huxley, IA 50124
Phone: 515-597-4240
E-mail: aismemsec@irises.org
membership levels: $15 - $50
See www.irises.org/

Check your AIS membership status:  Need to know 
your membership expiration date? expiration date 
for club members or your Region’s members for 
Affiliation?   www.aislookup.org 

Please pay your 2021 SBMIS Membership Dues ~ 
 please send checks  made out to Helen Bliven to  
Helen at 1020 Fresno Avenue, Berkeley, CA 
94707.  $10 household.

 Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS)
https://www.historiciris.org/

***********************************************************************
List of SBM Officers:

Jean Richter 
Shirley Trio
Riley Probst  

(510) 864-7962 jeanrichter@berkeley.edu 
(209)551-6323 shirleyjtrio@gmail.com   
(209) 551-6323 rprobst02@earthlink.net

Co-Presidents
 
Vice-President 
Secretary   
Treasurer 

Bonnie Petheram (510) 864-7962      bpetheram@gmail.com 

Directors-At-Large
 

Helen Bliven       (510) 525-4499
Loretta Figueroa (415) 233-1926 

helenbliven@gmail.com
millvalleyfig@yahoo.com    

(925) 939-1979  ADRsafetywpc@earthlink.net
(510) 864-7962      Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com

Alan Robbins
Gesine Lohr 

Also grand poobah
Newsletter 
Door Prize Chair 
Hospitality 

Jean Richter 
Shirley Trio 

Shows and Exhibits Jean Richter 
Riley Probst 
Gesine Lohr 

(510) 864-7962 jeanrichter@berkeley.edu 
(209) 551-6323 shirleyjtrio@gmail.com 
(510) 864-7962      jeanrichter@berkeley.edu
(209) 551-6323 rprobst02@earthlink.net
(510) 864-7962      Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com

Program Chair 
Library Chair  
Historian/scrapbooker  **need a volunteer! 
Immediate Past Pres. Ray Vickers-Traft (510) 277-4200   wndwsillorchids@aol.com
Once and Future President    Chuck Dekker

Directions to the Garden Center: 

666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland

From the north or west: take Highway 580 or 24 
to 980; take the West 27th Street/Grand Avenue exit, 
turn left on 27th Street, go east to Grand Avenue, 
watch for Lake Merritt on the right, take a left on to 
Grand Ave., then a right at the stoplight into the park. 
Proceed on Bellevue to the Garden Center. From the 
south or east: take the Lakeside (Lake Merritt) or 
Grand Ave. exit in Oakland; follow around the lake on 
the north and west side to Grand Ave. and Bellevue, 
turn left into the park. 

Proceed to the Garden Center, park on either side 
of the road. We hope you can come --   everyone is 
welcome! 

[On weekends only -- Expect to pay $5.00 at the toll 
booth to park].

AC Transit Bus -- AC Transit bus #12 runs on Grand 
near the entrance to the park -- check transit before 
planning, as routes do change.  

http://tripplanner.transit.511.org                                
By phone -- Dial 511 and say, “AC Transit,” to speak 
with a person about route info 
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If you see old iris stuff which is about to be 
tossed, please contact me (Gesine), so we can 
conserve these bits of history. I assure you, any-
thing donated will be cherished. (510) 864-7962

www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sydney-B-
Mitchell-Iris-Society/116888028332187?ref=ts

A New Sydney B Tradition!
Everyone is feeling isolated in these 

times of physical distancing. Take the 
time to reach out to someone. This 

could become a nice SBM tradition -- 
creating a larger sense of community. 

Makes everyone happy!

Global warming is here–you know what to do
SBMIS Newsletter -- Gesine Lohr
1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501
       below: 

above: Sheer Panic (Toth 2019)  




