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       The COVID-19 pandemic has caused great disruption to all of our lives, and SBMIS 
is unfortunately no exception. As a result of the shelter in place order I have cancelled the 
meeting on March 27, and the Oakland Garden Center let us know that they have cancelled 
the reservation for our show the weekend of April 18-19. We will have to see how things 
progress to see if our events after that can proceed.

       Although we cannot meet in person, I would like to hold a virtual door prize drawing. 
If you would like to participate, please send an email to jeanrichter@berkeley.edu or call 
(510) 864-7962 to enter - let us know two or three varieties you’re particularly interested 
in. We can’t guarantee that’s what you’ll win, but we’ll try to accommodate you if we can.
 
      We are also working on how to put on a virtual show - take pictures of your iris as they 
bloom (both stalk and flower if you can), and we’ll announce the details in the April bul-
letin.

       Though we’re all disappointed that we can’t meet in person, please keep in touch with 
your fellow SBMIS members - I am enclosing a roster to help with that. 
                 continued on next page...

Stay At Home!  

Social Distancing!
Friday March 27
meeting cancelled, 
will do virtual 

doorprize iris drawing(above): Reality Check (Tasco 2019)
                        photo: Rick Tasco
                      a doorprize iris!

Sydney B. 
Mitchell
Iris Society
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President’s Message, continued....

One additional announcement - we recently learned that longtime SBMIS 
member Alice Dekker passed away in February. Alice was a wonderful per-
son who was always willing to help out with SBMIS events and had a ready 
smile for all. She will be greatly missed.

Please take care and be safe. This too shall pass, and we’ll be able to enjoy 
each other’s company again.       ~ Jean   

2020 SBMIS Meeting dates:

March 27 -- cancelled due to social-distancing -- 
       will do virtual doorprize iris drawing

April: show setup April 17, April 18-19  show  -- cancelled due to 
social-distancing, will do virtual show!  

May: joint field trip with MDIS        TBA
June 26
July 24 rhizome auction & sale
August 28
September BBQ TBA
October 23 beardless auction & sale
***************************************************  

       A social-distancing, staying home link -- this is a little youtube 
phone video of Gesine playing harpsichord -- Che farala, che dirala - B. 
Tromboncino, in Andrea Antico, Frottole intabulate da sonare organi, 
1517 [earliest printed keyboard music in Italy]  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1htA2kp51E     

And here’s a link to my favorite harpsichordist, Catalina Vicens, playing
Stavasi amor/ Che farala che dirala
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swmdltNwuhI
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Doorprize iris!
(right top) Bullet Points (Ghio 2019)
(left top) Chivalrous (Ghio 2016)
(right below) Coin Flip (Ghio 2018) BB
(left below) Game Changer (Keppel 2018)
  also iris on front page!
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Doorprize iris!
(right top) Looking Cute (Ghio 2019)
(left top) Prosit (Schreiners 2018)
(right below) Supercharged (Ghio 2019)
(left below) Vivid Dream (Tasco 2019) 
AB.                 ...also iris on front page!

no image found:  Nod to Rob (Marshall 2018) 
Midseason bloom. Standards snow white, faint hint 
of light violet (RHS 85B), upright; style arms snow 
white, flushed light violet; falls same as standards; 
beards tangerine-orange (22A) in throat, light violet 
ends, light violet horns; ruffled, crinkled edges; 

slight sweet fragrance.



5

 
American Iris Society (AIS) Dues can be mailed
 to Tom Gormley - AIS Membership Secretary 
 205 Catalonia Avenue / P.O. Box 177
 DeLeon Springs, FL 32130
 Phone and fax: 386-277-2057
 E-mail: aismemsec@irises.org
  $25.00 single,  $30.00 dual.  
 See www.irises.org/
Check your AIS membership status:  Need to know 
your membership expiration date? expiration date 
for club members or your Region’s members for 
Affiliation?   www.aislookup.org 
 
Please pay your 2020 SBMIS Membership Dues ~ 
 please give to Bonnie Petheram, or send checks
 made out to Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society to
 Bonnie at 1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501. 
 $10 household.

 Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS)
https://www.historiciris.org/

***********************************************************************
List of SBM Officers:
President Jean Richter (510) 864-7962 jeanrichter@berkeley.edu
Vice-President Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Secretary   Shirley Trio (209) 551-6323 shirleytrio@clearwire.net
Treasurer Bonnie Petheram (510) 864-7962      bpetheram@gmail.com 
Directors-At-Large Loretta Figueroa (415) 233-1926 millvalleyfig@yahoo.com
  also Grand Poohbah Alan Robbins (925) 939-1979  ADRsafetywpc@earthlink.net
Newsletter Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Door Prize Chair Jean Richter (510) 864-7962 jeanrichter@berkeley.edu
Hospitality Shirley Trio (209) 551-6323 shirleytrio@clearwire.net
Shows and Exhibits  Jean Richter (510) 864-7962 jeanrichter@berkeley.edu
Program Chair Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Library Chair Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com
Publicity  **need a volunteer!
Historian/scrapbooker  **need a volunteer! 
Immediate Past Pres. Ray Vickers-Traft (510) 277-4200 new# wndwsillorchids@aol.com
Once and Future President    Chuck Dekker

Directions to the Garden Center: 

666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland

From the north or west: take Highway 580 or 24 
to 980; take the West 27th Street/Grand Avenue exit, 
turn left on 27th Street, go east to Grand Avenue, 
watch for Lake Merritt on the right, take a left on to 
Grand Ave., then a right at the stoplight into the park. 
Proceed on Bellevue to the Garden Center. From the 
south or east: take the Lakeside (Lake Merritt) or 
Grand Ave. exit in Oakland; follow around the lake on 
the north and west side to Grand Ave. and Bellevue, 
turn left into the park. 

Proceed to the Garden Center, park on either side 
of the road. We hope you can come --   everyone is 
welcome! 

[On weekends only -- Expect to pay $5.00 at the toll 
booth to park].

AC Transit Bus -- AC Transit bus #12 runs on Grand 
near the entrance to the park -- check transit before 
planning, as routes do change.  

http://tripplanner.transit.511.org                                
By phone -- Dial 511 and say, “AC Transit,” to speak 
with a person about route info 
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Hi peeps -- This is the best information I’ve found, with DETAILS of how to do hygiene/hand 
washing, etc., during social distancing -- I’ve here extracted pages 30-37 of Michael Lin’s 
excellent piece on how to fight this virus, by doing simple things.  My old friend from Caltech 
(she graduated, I dropped out, she became a high-level virus researcher) tells me this is an 
excellent piece.  To download the PDF of the entire 37-page paper, go to:  
https://twitter.com/michaelzlin?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauth
or                ~ Gesine  
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If you see old iris stuff which is about to be 
tossed, please contact me (Gesine), so we can 
conserve these bits of history. I assure you, any-
thing donated will be cherished. (510) 864-7962
 www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sydney-B-
Mitchell-Iris-Society/116888028332187?ref=ts

March 2020 Update ~ Stay Home, 
CALL A FRIEND!

A Sydney B Tradition!
We have members who for various 

reasons find it difficult or impossible 
to come to meetings. One of the issues 
is transportation. This could become 
a nice SBM tradition -- inviting, and 

arranging to bring, members to our 
meetings. Makes everyone happy!

Global warming is here–you know what to do
SBMIS Newsletter -- Gesine Lohr
1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501
       below: Emma Sofia sheltering in place

above:  Samantha and Emma Sofia sheltering in 
place


