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PROGRAM:  Jean Richter will present 
a slideshow on the 2011 AIS Conven-
tion held in Victoria, B.C., Canada, 
including visits to Schreiner’s Iris and 
other gardens. 
 REFRESHMENTS:  Please bring 
some refreshments to share if you can.
 right:  Burst of Joy (Schreiner, R. 2009)
 photographed at Schreiner’s 

Sydney B. Mitchell
Iris Society

Friday, June 24, 2011
8:00 p.m.

The 2011 Convention
a slideshow

by Jean Richter

Friday, June 24th, 2011 
is the date of our next meeting at

Lakeside Park Garden Center
666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland

Doors open at 7:30 p.m., 
Meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
Program after brief business.  
Meetings are free & open to the pub-
lic, all are eligible for door prizes.

above: Brash and Bold (Paul Black 2009)
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Doorprize Iris!
Bohemian Garnets (Kerr 2010)

Tall Bearded 38” tall Midseason bloom
((Double Vision x (Big Apple x Cherry Glen)) X 
King’s Point)  [see photo back page]
 Every iris collection has room for at least one 
stately and imposing red iris.  ’Bohemian Garnets’ 
has wonderful branching and bud count coupled with 
ruffled standards over semi-flaring falls. Standard 
coloring is dark maroon and the falls are the same 
with a darkening toward the edge. The area around the 
beard is slightly lighter with a hint of blue. The beards 
are maroon with each hair tipped tangerine. The 
parentage combines Kerr, Ghio and Maryott lines for a 
beautiful flower and vigor.

Connoisseur’s Choice (Kerr 2010)
Tall Bearded 38” Midseason bloom
((Alpine Spring x Double Bubble) X Queen’s Consort)
 There are varieties that are not flashy, but these 
sometimes attract the attention of the irisarian who can 
see past flash and dash to the essence of quality. These 
irisarians are the connoisseurs and the present variety 
has frequently been their favorite in our garden. Alpine 
white standards, domed and extravagantly ruffled 
coupled with white style arms and crests. The arching 
and ruffled falls present a wide expanse of medium 
blue which is slightly lighter around the beards which 
are also white only turning yellow deep in the throat. 
Faultless branching and superior bud count on a plant 
that is an excellent increaser.  [photo below]
 Descriptions and photos from Fred Kerr’s Rainbow 
Acres http://rainbowacres2.homestead.com/Iris1.html

 

Backlit Beauty (Tasco 2010)  IB
 25”, Mid-to-late season. Parentage = Spirit World X 
Iced Wine.  [see photo back page]
Description and photo from  http://home-and-garden.webshots.
com/photo/2145232530032621402Ipeiva

Early Sunset (Mark Grumbine, 2009)
TB, 40” (102 cm), EM  [photo below] 
S. pink, red infused streaks; F. pink, white center 
streaked blue-violet; beards tangerine red; slight sweet 
fragrance.  Happenstance X Fancy Woman.
photo from http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/TbEarlySunset

Valentino (John Painter, 2008)
TB, 36” (91 cm), EML  S. cardinal red (RHS 187D), 
bronze red base & central area blending to cardinal 
edges; style arms bronze red; F. deep cardinal red 
(187C/D), lower 
edge darker, side 
edges slightly 
lighter, gold 
center stripe 
(variable); 
beards bright 
gold; lightly 
ruffled.
photo from www.
mid-americagarden.
com/images/irises_
large/Valentino.jpg
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American Iris Society (AIS) Dues can be mailed
 to Tom Gormley - AIS Membership Secretary 
 205 Catalonia Avenue / P.O. Box 177
 DeLeon Springs, FL 32130
 Phone and fax: 386-277-2057
 E-mail: aismemsec@irises.org
  $25.00 single,  $30.00 dual.  
 See www.irises.org/
Check your AIS membership status:  Need to know 
your membership expiration date? expiration date 
for club members or your Region’s members for 
Affiliation?   www.aislookup.org 
 
Please pay your 2011 SBMIS Membership Dues ~ 
 please give to Bonnie Petheram, or send checks
 made out to Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society to
 Bonnie at 1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501. 
 $10 household.

 Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS) dues 
 can be mailed to HIPS Membership: Judy Eckhoff,
 7911 South Yoder Road, Haven, KS 67543
 E-mail:  judye@msinter.net    
 $10.00 single annual, $12.00 dual annual.   
www.hips-roots.com  

***********************************************************************
List of SBM Officers:
President Jean Richter (510) 864-7962 richter@eecs.berkeley.edu
Vice-President Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Secretary   Shirley Trio (314) 605-5789 shirleytrio@clearwire.net
Treasurer Bonnie Petheram (510) 864-7962      bpetheram@gmail.com 
Directors-At-Large Marjorie Murray (510) 525-3397
  also Grand Poohbah Alan Robbins (925) 939-1979  ADRsafetywpc@earthlink.net
Newsletter Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Door Prize Chair Marjorie Murray (510) 525-3397
Hospitality Shirley Trio (314) 605-5789 shirleytrio@clearwire.net
Shows and Exhibits  Jean Richter (510) 864-7962 richter@eecs.berkeley.edu
Program Chair Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com 
Library Gesine Lohr (510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com
Membership t.b.a.
Publicity  **need a volunteer!
Historian/scrapbooker Kat Boswell  
Immediate Past Pres. Ray Vickers-Traft (510) 839-9647  wndwsillorchids@aol.com
Once and Future President    Chuck Dekker

Directions to the Garden Center: 

666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland

From the north or west: take Highway 580 or 24 
to 980; take the West 27th Street/Grand Avenue exit, 
turn left on 27th Street, go east to Grand Avenue, 
watch for Lake Merritt on the right, take a left on to 
Grand Ave., then a right at the stoplight into the park. 
Proceed on Bellevue to the Garden Center. From the 
south or east: take the Lakeside (Lake Merritt) or 
Grand Ave. exit in Oakland; follow around the lake on 
the north and west side to Grand Ave. and Bellevue, 
turn left into the park. 

Proceed to the Garden Center, park on either side 
of the road. We hope you can come --   everyone is 
welcome! 

[On weekends only -- Expect to pay $5.00 at the toll 
booth to park][at shows we’ll give you $2 rebate on 
iris purchases, when you show us toll stub]

AC Transit Bus -- AC Transit bus #12 runs on Grand 
near the entrance to the park -- check transit before 
planning, as routes do change.  

http://tripplanner.transit.511.org                                
By phone -- Dial 511 and say, “AC Transit,” to speak 
with a person about route info 
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If you see old iris stuff which is about to be 
tossed, please contact me (Gesine), so we can 
conserve these bits of history. I assure you, any-
thing donated will be cherished. (510) 864-7962

 

    left:  Backlit Beauty (Tasco 2010)  IB
www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sydney-B-Mitchell-Iris-Society/116888028332187?ref=ts

A Sydney B Tradition!
We have members who for various 

reasons find it difficult or impossible 
to come to meetings. One of the issues 
is transportation. This could become 
a nice SBM tradition -- inviting, and 

arranging to bring, members to our 
meetings. Makes everyone happy!

Climate change is here–you know what to do
SBMIS Newsletter -- Gesine Lohr
1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501
below:  Bohemian Garnets (Kerr 2010)


