Sydney B. Mitchell
Iris Society

Tropical Cooler (Tom Burseen, R. 2005)

Friday, July 25th
is the date of our
SBM Bearded Iris Rhizome
Sale (7:30-8:30 pm)
and Auction (8:30-10:00 pm)

(come early to help set up the billions of rhizomes!)
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm Bearded Iris Rhizome Sale
8:30 pm - 10:00 Bearded Iris Rhizome Auction
Meetings are free and open to the public, all are eligible to win doorprizes!

Lakeside Park Garden Center ~ 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland
(see page 5 for directions)

JULY AUCTION/SALE OF
BEARDED IRIS

DOOR PRIZE IRIS: Door prize iris
won during 2007-2008 meetings will be
distributed at the rhizome sale on July 25th.
If you will not be able to attend, please call
Marjorie Murray at 525-3397 to make other
arrangements for pickup.

This is the easiest and most inexpensive
way to pick up some of these beautiful
flowers for your garden. Get bareroot
rhizomes to plant now for bloom next
spring --and plenty of free expert growing
advice.

1) Bring your named iris rhizomes to
the auction and sale this Friday. Please
contribute so we can have a big sale!

Please come early to the sale if possible to
help set up the rhizomes on tables before
the sale begins. We also need help for the
sidewalk sale the following day - contact
Jean Richter at (510) 864-7962 if you are
able to work a shift at the sidewalk sale
tables.

2) A Sharpie pen is ideal for writing the
name/ID of the iris, on an INSIDE leaf of
the trimmed fan.
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3) Invite your friends and neighbors -Let’s all help publicize this event -- it’s our
major fund raiser of the year!

First Time Ever a Sydney B.
Mitchell presentation was called off
due to smoke!
But so it was! Let’s think about
where we could have Terry’s slide
show -- maybe during the BBQ?
I’m looking forward to seeing it!

Four Days in May:
slide show from a trip to iris
paradise! ~ Terry Strathman

In the area north of Salem Oregon
are several iris hybridizers. One
way to satisfy your craving for this
short-seasoned flower is to visit
these gardens in the spring. Terry
Strathman, our webmaster, made
such a trip in May and has many
photos to share, including a peek at
Schreiner’s famous gardens, a look
at Keith Keppel’s luminatas, and
photos of early season intros and
seedlings at Mid America Iris Gardens.

Glorious medians at Mid America, during
Terry Strathman’s trip to iris paradise

Above: Motorists along Grizzly Peak Boulevard
in Berkeley, Calif., stop to watch the sun sets in
the horizon, reflecting red becuase of the recent
fires in California, on Tuesday, June 24, 2008.
(Ray Chavez/The Oakland Tribune)
left: IB Limonanda at Keppel’s
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News from Chuck

Dekker ~ Sunday early evening ~

I just got off the phone with Chuck,
wondering if he and Alice wanted any
help digging up door prize iris. He said
Alice had already gotten all the door
prize iris dug, with the wonderful help
of a neighbor newly interested in iris,
Ann Delk. Thank you, Ann! and Alice!
Chuck was hoping Ann might come to
some of our Sydney B meetings in the
future.

Above, Chuck Dekker with Gesine Lohr
at a recent visit to Chuck’s. He had some
pretty good bloom, see below, and sent a lot
of iris in pots along for SBM’s table at the Old
Rose Festival. Chuck is in hospice at home.
We agreed that we both preferred that he live
forever, or at least another 88 years.

Chuck said he was supervising from
a wheelchair, and got a bit bumped
around on the hilly ground in their big
backyard. He’s been corresponding
with iris folks in Virginia and Colorado
(more on that next month, he’s mailing
me some info!). He’s seeing the hospice
doctors tomorrow for some adjustments
to care.
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SCHEDULE OF SBM MEETINGS and other events for 2008
See Sydney B. Mitchell’s own website! at www.bayareairis.org (looking good, Terry!)
www.aisregion14.org/reg14calendar.html
Friday July 25
SBM Bearded Iris
RHIZOME SALE

Sale 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Auction 8:30-10 pm

SBM Bearded Iris Sale (7:30-8:30)
and Auction (8:30-10:00)

Saturday July 26
Sidewalk Iris Sale

9 am – 2 pm

Sidewalk Iris Sale in front of Downtown
Oakland YMCA, 2350 Broadway,Oakland

AUGUST 27th
Alan Robbins slideshow,
our iris history!

7:30 pm

Alan Robbins slideshow, including
fascinating material from Adele and
Lewis Lawyers’ iris estates.

September - a Sunday in late
September -- BBQ!

5 pm -- 8 pm

BBQ! details later!

Fall Regional!
October 17 Friday &
October 18 Saturday

TBA

Fall Regional cohosted with
Mt. Diablo Iris Society

Friday October 24th
SBM Beardless Iris
Auction & Sale!

Sale 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Auction 8:30-10 pm

SBM Beardless Iris Auction & Sale!

January 2009
Region 14 Budget Meeting

We host the Region 14 Budget
Meeting & Potluck

Postponed for now -- Four Days in May: slide show from a trip to iris paradise!
Terry Strathman (maybe we could have this at our BBQ?)
In the area north of Salem Oregon are several iris hybridizers. One way to satisfy
your craving for this short-seasoned flower is to visit these gardens in the spring. Terry
Strathman, our webmaster, made such a trip in May and has many photos to share,
including a peek at Scheiner’s famous gardens, a look at Keith Keppel’s luminatas,
and photos of early season intros and seedlings at Mid America Iris Gardens.
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Directions to the Garden Center:
American Iris Society (AIS) Dues can be mailed
to Tom Gormley,
AIS Membership Secretary
10606 Timber Ridge Street
Dubuque, IA 52001-8268
Telephone and Fax - 563-513-0504
E-mail: aismemsec@earthlink.net
$25.00 single, $30.00 dual.
See www.irises.org/

666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland
From the north or west; take Highway 580 or 24 to
980; take the West 27th Street/Grand Avenue exit,
turn left on 27th Street, go east to Grand Avenue,
watch for Lake Merritt on the right, take a left on to
Grand Ave., then a right at the stoplight into the park.
Proceed on Bellevue to the Garden Center. From the
south or east; take the Lakeside (Lake Merritt) or
Grand Ave. exit in Oakland; follow around the lake on
the north and west side to Grand Ave. and Bellevue,
turn left into the park.

Please pay your 2008 SBM Membership Dues ~
please give to Bonnie Petheram, or send checks
made out to Sydney B. Mitchell Iris Society to
Bonnie at 1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501.
$10 household.

Proceed to the Garden Center, park on either side
of the road. We hope you can come -- everyone is
welcome!
[On weekends only -- Expect to pay $3.00 at the toll
booth to park. Show your parking stub for a $2 rebate
on your iris purchases]

Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS) dues
can be mailed to HIPS Membership: Judy Eckhoff,
7911 South Yoder Road, Haven, KS 67543
E-mail: judye@msinter.net
$10.00 single annual, $12.00 dual annual.
www.hips-roots.com

AC Transit Bus -- AC Transit bus #12 runs on Grand
near the entrance to the park

***********************************************************************
List of SBM Officers:
President
Jean Richter
(510) 864-7962 richter@eecs.berkeley.edu
Vice-President
Gesine Lohr
(510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com
Secretary
Terry Strathman (510) 642-3795 strath@berkeley.edu
Treasurer
Bonnie Petheram (510) 864-7962
bpetheram@highlandtechnology.com
Directors-At-Large
Marjorie Murray (510) 525-3397
also Grand Poohbah Alan Robbins
(925) 939-1979 ADRSAFETYWPC@Earthlink.net
Newsletter
Gesine Lohr
(510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com
Door Prize Chair
Marjorie Murray (510) 525-3397
Hospitality
~ t.b.a. ~ WE NEED A VOLUNTEER! ~
Shows and Exhibits Jean Richter
(510) 864-7962 richter@eecs.berkeley.edu
Program Chair
Gesine Lohr
(510) 864-7962 Gesine.Lohr@gmail.com
Library Chairpersons Alice Dekker
(510) 525-6536
Membership
t.b.a.
Publicity & website Terry Strathman (510) 642-3795 strath@berkeley.edu
Historian/scrapbooker Kat Boswell
Immediate Past Pres. Ray Vickers-Traft (510) 839-9647 wndwsillorchids@aol.com
Past President Emeritus Chuck Dekker (510) 525-6536

5

Volunteer needed to represent Sydney B on the Board of the OEBGC ~ Chuck Dekker is
stepping down as our representative for SBMIS on the Board of the Oakland East Bay Garden
Center. We need a volunteer, preferably someone residing in Oakland. OEBGC meets once a
month for 1 hour (9-10 am) on the 3rd Monday. It’s a well-run organization which is gradually
remaking and modernizing the formal gardens (fenced area) at Lake Merritt. Anyone interested,
please call Chuck Dekker for details of activities and responsibilities. (510) 525-6536
SBMIS joins the Information Age!
Calling all members with email! Would you like to join the SBMIS email list? Send your
email address to richter@eecs.berkeley.edu, and we’ll add you to our club email list.
Calling all phone numbers!
In an effort to stay better connected, we’d like to go back to including phone numbers on the club roster. While we have phone numbers for some longtime members, we
don’t have ones for members who have joined within the past 6-7 years (or who have
moved recently). Please call (510) 864-7962 or email richter@eecs.berkeley.edu with
your phone number to help us update our roster!
Global warming is here – you know what to do
SBMIS Newsletter -- Gesine Lohr
1226 High Street
Alameda, CA 94501

Cut iris at Schreiner’s, during Terry’s iris trip
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